
 

 

 
Organized in 1971, the Rogue Flyfishers seek to 

promote fellowship among individuals and 
groups to further interest in the sport, to  

improve angling techniques, and to educate 
members and the public in ways to preserve and 

improve natural resources,  
environment, and conditions for fishing in the 

Rogue Valley. 

Rogue Flyfishers 
PO Box 4637 
Medford, Oregon 97501 
www.rogueflyfishers.org 
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PATTERN OF THE MONTH - Light Olive Sparkle Dun  
 

Hook:      Daiichi 1170 or equal, standard dry fly size 14-22 
Thread:   Olive, 8-0 
Wing:      Light gray or dun deer hair. 
Tail:        Pale gray Z-lon fibers. 
Body:     Light Olive Antron or dry fly dubbing. 
 

 
Tying Instructions  
 
Step 1.Mash the hook barb, put the hook into your vise, start the thread behind the thread behind the eye and lay down a 
thread base on the shank to just above the barb of the hook. Spiral the thread back toward the front to the 2/3 point on 
the shank. (That's 1/3 from the eye.)  
 
Step 2. Select and cut a small bunch of deer hair from the hide, remove all under-fur and short hair, and align the tips in 
a stacker. Remove the hair from the stacker with the tips pointing forward and measure it the length of the hook shank.  
 
Step 3. Pinch the hair firmly over the tie-in point and secure it with from eight to twelve more tight turns over the butts 
towards the rear of the hook. This will prevent the hair from moving around the back of the shank. Raise the butts and 
cut them at a slant towards the rear, thus helping to form a tapered body when wrapped.  
 
Step 4. Layer thread wraps over the butts and continue to the bend of the hook. Separate a dozen or so Z-lon fibers from 
the bunch and tie them on top of the hook with the butt end up to the deer hair butts. After securing these fibers, trim  
the tail to length, one shank long. Now layer thread from the tail to the wing forming a smooth tapered body shape.    
Remember the natural dun has a slender but tapered body.  
 
Step 5. Twist a small amount of fine dubbing tightly to the thread and wind it forward from base of the tail to the base 
of the wing to form the body. Use only just enough dubbing to cover the thread base.  
 
Step 6. Separate the rear third of the wing fibers and draw them back with your off hand, forming a gap between the 
rear third and the front two-thirds. Take a single turn of thread through this gap and seat it tightly to the hook shank. 
This is critical to hold the wing upright when the fly is fished. Draw the second third of hair back, and take a turn at the 
gap. Hold all the hair firmly back and take many turns of thread tight against the front, forming a thread dam to prop the 
wing upright.  
 
Step 7. Add a small amount of dubbing to the thread. Take the first turns tight against the front of the wing, the rest   
tapering down to the eye. Forma neat thread head, whip finish, and cement.  
 
 
   The Sparkle Dun style was developed by John Juracek and Craig Mathews of Blue Flies in West Yellowstone,     
Montana. Actually it is a modification of the Compara-dun style for mayfly duns, which was a modification of Fran  
Better's original Haystack, which is a common evolutionary sequence for most new patterns. All have deer-hair wings 
flared in a 160 degree arc over the body and lack hackles. The Haystack has a deer-hair tail. The Compara-dun has split 
hackle fiber tails. The Sparkle dun has a Z-lon fiber tail to represent the shuck of the nymph trailing off the back of the 
body of the emerging dun.  
   The Sparkle Dun floats flush in the surface film and represents an emerging mayfly dun trapped in its own shuck.       
It works very well if you fish over small mayfly hatches on smooth water. In the appropriate size and color it's a great 
choice for picky trout on a spring creek or tail-water mayfly emergence. 

 
TYING TIPS 
 
   The wing hair for the Sparkle Dun, sometimes called Compara-dun hair, is fine and solid with short black tips.       
The best comes from the leg of the deer. You can also use natural or dyed coastal deer hair if the black tips are not too 
long.  
   This pattern is easy to tie, using only three common materials. My advise, learn this style! once you have it, change 
the size and colors to match any hatch, anywhere, anytime. So tie some up, give them a test flight. 



 

 

LIMITED AUCTION! 

 
We were donated a number of items for our annual auction that have time restrictions and/or limited shelf life.            
So we can get some value from those items, we will take bids via email (preferably) or by phone, through August 31st.  
To place a bid, please send an email to RFFishers90@gmail.com or call Tim Bolling at 510-410-1738.  Make sure you 
indicate which item you are bidding on, what price you are bidding, and an email address or phone number.  You will 
be notified if you place a bid and a higher bid comes in 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NO MINIMUM BIDS! 
 

With no auction this year, funds raised during this special auction will help us to continue our educational,                
conservation, and community support grants until we can have our full auction next year.  

 

 

ITEM  
 

DETAILS  

Get one night free with a two-night stay at GREEN 
SPRINGS INN & CABINS  

Make a two-night reservation and only pay for one 
night.  Cabins rent for between $ 225.00 and $ 275.00 
per night.  Gift certificate must be used by 3-6-2021.     

Get 1# of fudge per month through 3-31-21 from 
Farmhouse Treasures in Jacksonville  

$ 16.00 per month value  

Trader Joes Food Basket  $ 45.00  value.  Contains  2  qts  Organic  Tea & 
Lemonade, Sauce, Natural Peanut Butter, Salsa Verde 
(12 oz jar), Superfruit Fruit Spread (10 oz. jar),  
Pound Plus Belgium Milk Chocolate with Almonds,  
6 Blueberry Cereal Bars, 1# Organic Dried Spaghetti, 
1# Trek Mix, 1# Organic Yellow Corn Tortilla Chips, 
and 1# Chocolatey Cats Cookies for People  

8 can case of Double Haul IPA donated by John  
MacDiarmid  

$ 16.00 value  

2-12 oz bags coffee from Good Bean Coffee  $ 22.00 value  

2 boxes Single Serve coffee pods from Good Bean 
Coffee (10 pods per box)  

$ 20.00 value  

1 Box of Each Kind of Girl Scout Cookies donated by 
Sarah (and John) Pogue  

$ 42.00 value  

Dinner for Two at Jacksonville Inn  Maximum value $ 80.00.  Excludes alcohol and     
gratuity.  Expires 2-25-21  

$ 20.00 Gift Certificate at Las Palmas Restaurant  Expires 2-28-21  

2 Rounds of Golf with Cart at Mount Shasta Resort  Weekdays only.  $ 126.00 value - Expires 12-31-20  

Kelly’s Automotive Service Gift Certificate # 1  Lube, oil, filter – $ 39.95 value - Expires 11-1-20  

Kelly’s Automotive Service Gift Certificate # 2  Lube, oil, filter – $ 39.95 value - Expires 11-1-20  

Kelly’s Automotive Service Gift Certificate # 3  Lube, oil, filter – $ 39.95 value - Expires 11-1-20  

mailto:RFFishers90@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

Outings: Recent and Up-Coming 
 
 
 
With the ongoing Coronavirus restrictions, we have been able to do very little as a club—no meetings, auctions,     
picnics, and so forth. One of the few things that we have been able to do is hold outings. In July, Steve Day and 
Keith Hardcastle hosted a great outing to East Lake. About 30 members from the Rogue Flyfishers and Southern 
Oregon  Fly Fishers attended and had a great time. We were not able to have the group meals that we had on     
previous multi-day outings, but we were able to enjoy fishing and properly-distanced socializing in a beautiful 
place. Each morning, big rainbows and browns would patrol the shallows feeding on Callibaetis mayflies offering 
some exciting dry-fly  opportunities. In the afternoons, the fish tended to feed along the bottom in deeper water, 
making suspending midge and nymph pattern just off the bottom the technique of choice. The fishing was not 
easy, but the group managed to catch some very nice trout. 
 
 
 
Our next outing will be to fish for trout in the Rogue River and tributaries near Union Creek. This joint outing of     
the Southern Oregon Fly Fishers and Rogue Flyfishers will be held on Saturday, August 22. We will meet in the 
big parking lot at the entrance of the Union Creek Campground, off Hwy 62, at 9:00 AM. The Rogue River offers 
good fishing for stocked rainbow trout and has some naturally-produced brook and brown trout. A few of the   
larger tributaries are also stocked with rainbows, but most of the tributaries offer fishing for naturally-produced 
trout. Brook trout predominate in the cooler, higher-elevation streams, with rainbows, cutthroats, and browns be-
ing more abundant as you go down-slope. 
 
 
 
The streams we will fish will be fairly small, so this will be a good opportunity to break out your lightest trout   
outfits. Bring your floating line and an assortment of dry flies, wet flies, and nymphs. The wild fish tend to be   
opportunistic and the hatchery fish are not particularly sophisticated, so general attractor patterns work well.      
For dry flies, Adams, Elk-Hair Caddis, Humpies, and terrestrials should work. For wets, soft hackles should be 
effective. The typical small nymphs—Hares Ear, Pheasant Tail, Prince—all typically work well. Flashy nymphs, 
like Copper Johns, seem to work especially well. If you have a Euro-nymphing rig, there will be good places to 
use it. In addition to your usual fishing accessories, also remember to bring food, water, bug repellant, sun screen, 
a light jacket, and rain gear if thunder storms are a possibility. Most fishing can be done from shore; however, 
there are places you may want to wade. You can use waders or wet wade, but the water will be cold. 
 
 
 
The Rogue River up on the National Forest is a beautiful place to fish with plenty of good access. Fishing is     
usually good, and should be even better this year since ODFW is putting the fish that were slated to go to Howard 
Prairie into the river above Prospect. Another advantage of heading to the Union Creek area, it is much cooler 
there. A point that seems especially relevant since it is 106 deg. F outside as I write this. 
 
 
 
David Haight, Outings Chair 



 

 

Rogue Fly Fishers membership Application and membership Renewal Form 

Applying ___or renewing ___ as (check one):Individual __ ($35.00),Family __ ($45.00), or Junior __ (under 18, $5.00) Member.  
(Note: New members joining Rogue Fly Fishers before June 30th pay a full year dues; new members joining after June 30th pay half dues. 
Dues accompany your  application. With membership, you will receive a member’s patch, membership directory, name badge, and letter of 
further information and welcome. Monthly dinner meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month with a social Wet Fly from 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. followed by dinner with raffle, announcements and club business, and program until approximately 9:00 p.m.  

Renew in December for the following year. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________. If a family membership, 
 
List Family Member’s Names__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_________________________________________ State________________________ Zip code______________ 
 
Best Contact Telephone Numbers: Area Code _________ Number _____________________ 
 
(2nd best) Number______________________  
 
E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

If you do not want your e-mail address in the membership directory, check here __  
Member Federation of Fly Fishers? Yes __ No __  

Prefer using the Online Newsletter __  or by US Mail __?  
Amount enclosed _____________. Mail completed form and payment to: 

 

Rogue Fly Fishers, PO Box 4637, Medford, Oregon 97501  

Support Your Local Fly Fishing Resources  

Jim Ulm, Rogue River Steelhead and Trout Guide, (541) 973-6250  jimulm9@msn.com 

The Ashland Fly Shop 
Field & Stream 
The Fishin’ Hole 
Rogue Fly Shop 
Rogue Valley Anglers 
Sportsman's Warehouse  

399 E. Main Street at Third, Ashland 
293 Rossanley Drive Medford 
21873 Hwy 62, Shady Cove 
941 SE 6th St, Grants Pass 
218 E. Main St., Medford 
1710 Delta Waters Road Medford 

541-488-6454 
541-930-3254  
541-878-4000 
541-476-0552 
541-973-2988 
541-732-3700  
 


